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Continuing, Mr. Acharya said that they would be failing in their respon-
sibility if they rushed through such serious legislation of a portentous nature,
and he quoted the Home Member's warning at the time of the reference of the
Bill to a Select Committee for ascertaining carefully the views of all legitimate
interests when legislation affected deep-rooted religious instincts* He urged the
Assembly to ascertain whether there was any widespread desire for such legis-
lation. There was no time to study the Age of Consent Committee's report since
ft was published. Proceeding, Mr. Acharya found fault with the logic, argument
and diction of the report of the Age of Consent Committee.
Mr. Acharya then read extracts from the report to show what appeared to
him to'be irreconcilable statements regarding the evils of early maternity. Lady
demonstrators outside the Chamber in favour of the Bill were being used, as
toys, and they were no safe guides to the Assembly regarding this Bill. Ail
the members of the Assembly except perhaps the Moslem section could be easily
discovered to be desirous of radical social reform, and therefore they were
unable to appreciate orthodox Hindu opinion. If they could prove that in
Vedic times post-puberty marriage was the law, then much of the objection of
orthodoxy would be met. He quoted telegrams from ladies' meetings held in
some stations in South India against the Bill.
Mr. Acharya proceeding wished that the Committee had known the happen-
ings in Afghanistan and said that reform, however well meant, when forced
down the unwilling throats of the people would do more harm than good.
Mr. Amarnath DUTT opposed the Bill, and considered the Age of Consent
Committee's report fit for the waste paper basket like all reports of the foreign
Government. People considered such legislation as unwarranted interference
wtth their social ^ customs. Were they "to think that a Government which
deported and imprisoned men like Tilak or was callous to the sufferings of several'
young men, was not aware of the situation that would arise when the Bill-
was passed ?
Mr. Sesha  IYENGAR,  who also opposed  the Bill, said that it would create^
a revolution in  the existing social order.     After   referring   to meetings   of-
protest held by ladies  who had called the Bill preposterous, he drew attention
to the opposition voiced by representatives of numerous places in  Madras and
by the priests of certain mutts,  and  quoted  the views of several leaders of,
orthodox opinion against the Bill.   The speaker thought  that  the provisions in
the  Bill flouted  the shastras.   The presence in Simla of deputationists from*
far-off Madras indicated  the  earnestness of feeling  which existed against the;
measure.   The speaker  wanted  to know if the  House should  be a party tyD a
flagrL nt violation of the shastras.   Instead of magnifying differences, the con-.
dieting facts must be somehow reconciled.	:
Sir James CRERAR explained   the attitude of the Government amidst loud-
cheers, as being one of cordial sympathy and  strongest support to the  Bill.
If Rai Saheb Harbilas Sarda should find satisfaction on seeing   the measure on-
the Statute Book during the course of this session, the Government would be the
first to congratulate him on that happy consummation.   Between two extremes,-
one of rash and hasty and intemperate legislation, and the other of obscurantism
and public conservatism, the dangers  which lay were hardly distinguishable
in their magnitude.
The Government's attitude throughout in all matters of social legislation
was that there must be a deliberate and careful examination of the evils which
they were endeavouring to remove, so that there might be a measure which
would have the support of the public* Last time, when the Bill was before the
Assembly, the Government supported the motion for postponement because the
Age of Consent Committee had been appointed to consider and report on a
matter which was greatly concerned with the subject matter of the legislation.
The Government anticipated from the labours of that Committee that every
shade of opinion would express itself on the question and that there would be
the considered opinion of the Committee. Now, the country was more alive to
the £r|yfty of the evil which the Bill was intended to deal with, All opinions
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